Northill Neighbourhood Plan Survey Results
A survey was put together to gather the views of the residents in Northill Parish reagrding the
Neighbourhood Plan. A paper and online survey were created. The paper survey was hand
delievered by the Parish Council to all households in Northil in October 2015. The survey was open
from 26th October 2015 to 11th January 2016. 419 responses were received, which was made up
of 312 paper and 117 online responses. Where percentages do not add up to 100 it is due to
rounding or where multiple responses were permitted.
Below is a report of the findings from the survey.
Has another member of your household completed this questionnaire online or via
paper? (please tick one box only)
Yes (22)

5%

No (397)

95%

How many new homes do you think should be built in the Parish in the next 15 years?
(please tick one box only)

27%

1-20 homes (110)

29%

21-40 homes (119)
15%

41-60 homes (63)
61-80 homes (29)

7%

81-100 homes (29) More

7%

than 100 homes (17)

None (41)

4%
10%

If housing is needed, where would you like to see the new homes built?
(please tick all that apply)

Within existing village/hamlet boundaries (218)

61%

Adjacent to existing village/hamlet boundaries (160)

45%

Between existing houses (ribbon/linear development)
33%

without joining settlements (118)
Small developments in the surrounding countryside (77)
None of the above/ Don't know (10)

22%
3%

If additional housing were to be developed in the Parish, what is acceptable to you?
(please tick all that apply)
In a number of smaller developments (245)

67%

Spread equally across all the settlements of the Parish (207)

56%
46%

Converting existing buildings (167)

37%

Extensions to existing housing (e.g. granny flats) (136)
Garden infill developments (78)

16%

In a single group (58)

21%

None of the above/ Don't know (7)

2%

What size of housing developments do you think would be most appropriate to meeting
the need for housing in the Parish? (please tick one box only)
Individual homes (33)

10%

Smaller development (fewer than 5 houses) (126)

36%

Medium developments (5 to 10 houses) (166)
Large developments (more than 10 houses) (22)

48%
6%

What styles of housing do you think are best suited to this Parish?
(please tick all that apply)
Mixed styles (199)

54%

Bungalows (182)

50%

Semi detached houses (180)

49%

Detached houses (117)

32%

Terraced houses (91)

25%

Flats/apartments (35)
None of the above/ Don't know (4)

10%
1%

Which of the following types of housing are needed in the Parish?
(please tick all that apply)
Starter homes (228)

62%

Smaller homes (1-2 bedrooms) (209)

57%

Family homes (3-4 bedrooms) (205)

56%

Affordable housing e.g shared ownership through a housing association (166)

45%

Affordable housing e.g rental through a housing association (151)

41%

Purpose built retirement housing (126)

34%

Single storey homes (67)

18%

Sheltered housing (54)

15%

Private rented accomodation (31)

8%

Luxury-executive homes (28)

8%

Care homes (18)

5%

None of the above/ Don't know (6) 2%

In which villages/hamlets within the Parish would you like to see housing developments
located? (please tick all that apply)

Upper Caldecote (267)

75%
68%

Northill (243)
51%

Ickwell (182)
Lower Caldecote (167)

47%

Hatch (144)
Thorncote Green (112)

40%
31%

Bells Brook (100)

28%

Budna (98)

28%

Brook End (95)

27%

Should we encourage developers to build houses that: (please tick all that apply)
Blend in with the surrounding area (327)

90%

Are better insulated (265)

73%

Are cheaper to maintain (242)

67%

Exceed the minimum standard of building regulations (192)

53%

Have the potential to generate their own electricity (184)

51%

None of the above/ Don't know (6) 2%

Are you likely to be looking for different housing in the Parish?
(please tick one box only)
No, not at all (246)

61%

Yes, within 0-3 years (53)
Yes, within 4-6 years (42)
Yes, within 7-10 years (30)
Yes, within 11-15 years (35)

13%
10%
7%
9%

Please include in the section below, any other comments you may have about housing
needs in the Parish:
95 comments were received in response to this question. Some common themes that emerged are:

• A requirement for more affordable housing
• Provision for young people, families and the elderly should be considered.
• Opposition to further development in the parish
• Concerns regarding whether the infrastructure currently in place would be able to support any
further development.
• The impact that business development might have on the style/aesthetic of the village.
Other recurring themes included environmental/greenspace related considerations, parking
concerns, unused properties that exist in the parish and the need for specific types of housing
such as bungalows and 2, 3 or 4 bedroom homes.

What additional provision for businesses would you like to see in the Parish?
(please tick all that apply)
Eating places (e.g. cafes, pubs) (152)

38%

Starter units (120)

30%

Tourism businesses (e.g. bed & breakfast) (119)

30%

Shops and retail (107)

27%

Light industrial units (88)

22%

Offices (63)
Factory/manufacturing units (22)
None (116)

16%
5%
29%

Which sites do you think are most suitable for new businesses?
(please tick all that apply)
Redeveloped unused sites (brownfield sites) (228)

63%

Sites near the A1 (210)

58%
36%

Expanded existing small units (128)
New sites (50)

14%

Please include in the section below, any other comments you may have about business
development in the Parish:
69 comments were received in response to this question. Some common themes that emerged are:
• The need for improved internet/mobile phone network connection.
• The requirement for local village stores.
• A number of respondents noted that they would like a local pub.
• Concerns about the impact on local traffic.
• There was some opposition to any business development in the parish, expressed within the
comments.
Other recurring themes included suggestions that local farming and agriculture industries
should be supported, that any new developments should be located close to the A1 and that
business development should be encouraged due to the employment and skills opportunities
business development could provide for the parish.

Would you use an allotment if it was located in the Parish? (please tick one box only)
Yes (43)

10%

No (294)

71%
17%

Maybe (71)
Don't know (9)

2%

In which villages/hamlets within the Parish would you like to see a new allotment
located? (please tick all that apply)
Upper Caldecote (139)

36%

Northill (117)

31%

Ickwell (77)

20%

Lower Caldecote (72)

19%

Hatch (41)

11%

Thorncote Green (34)

9%

Budna (31)

8%

Brook End (19)

5%

Bells Brook (18)

5%

None of the above/ Don't know (183)

48%

Do you feel that additional play areas are required within the Parish?
(please tick one box only)
Yes (204)

51%

No (117)

29%

Don't know (77)

19%

If yes, in which villages/hamlets within the Parish would you like to see a new play area
located? (please tick all that apply)
Northill (145)

73%

Ickwell (121)

61%

Upper Caldecote (85)

43%

Lower Caldecote (38)

19%

Thorncote Green (24)
Hatch (16)

12%
8%

Budna (7)

4%

Brook End (8)

4%

Bells Brook (4)

2%

Please tell us below of any improvements to exisiting play/recreation areas for adults
and children that you would like to see happen: (including name of play/recreation area,
location and improvement)

91 comments were received in response to this question. Some common themes that emerged are:
• Play/ leisure facilities in Caldecot could be improved or expanded.
• Play/ leisure facilities in Ickwell could be improved or expanded.
• Outdoor gym/exercise equipment and better sports facilities were suggested.
• Existing school facilities could be further utilised outside of school hours.
• Concerns were raised about hygiene and safety.
Suggestions related to the Pavilion, The Crown Pub, Harvey Close and Pound Close were made.

Which of the following do you think should be included in the Neighbourhood Plan?
(please tick all that apply)
Preserving green spaces (369)

89%

Improving the green environment (291)

70%

Supporting the conservation and maintenance of the
landscape (287)

69%

Complete coverage of broadband and mobile phone
connectivity (286)

69%

Supporting the management and conservation
of wildlife (285)

69%

Improving existing access routes for
pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders to make
it safer and easier to get around (282)

68%

Alleviating flooding and drainage/sewerage
problems (277)

67%

Conservation of historic buildings (268)

65%

Creating new access routes for pedestrians,
cyclists and horse riders (195)

47%

Road link from Lower to Upper Caldecote to make it safer
and easier to get around (134)

32%

None of the above/ Don't know (6)

1%

Please provide any additional comments, ideas, or observations you have in relation to land use
in the Neighbourhood Plan:
91 comments were received in response to this question. Some common themes that emerged are:
• Better provision for pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders
• Protection and regard for nature/countryside
• Improved internet/mobile phone connections
• Opposition to further construction in the parish.
• The requirement for a footbridge across the A1
Which of the following do you think we should nominate as an asset of community value?
(please tick all that apply)
Post Office (349)

85%

Parish Village Halls (306)

75%

Parish Schools (276)

67%

The Crown Pub, Northill (269

66%

Parish Churches (261)

64%

Peter Maudlin Pavilion (251)

61%

Parish Sports Facilities (245)

60%

The Smithy Ickwell Green (176)

43%

Medieval Fish Ponds (144)

35%

Thorncote Green (130)
Don't know/ None of the above (10)
Other (20)

32%
2%

5%

Please specify 'Other' below:
20 comments were received in response to this question. Below is a list of these other nominations.

Do you agree with draft vision statement? (please tick one box only)
94%

Yes (380)
No (25)

6%

If no, please give a reason:
21 comments were received in response to this question and the comments have been included
verbatim below
• I do not entirely agree with the draft vision statement because: in my opinion, northill parish
is a very divided parish, where residents are not encouraged to come together in parish
activities. (note the 2 separate columns in the local paper, the biggleswade chronicle. Ickwell/
northill have a column, and upper caldecote, a separate column. This is the only parish that
separates the villages in this way). Part of the long term building plans could aim to connect
the 3 main villages more closely. Northill and ickwell do have this connection to some
degree, but the largest village, therefore the one providing most finance to the parish council,
i.e. upper caldecote, are disconnected by almost a mile of road without a footpath. The parish
plan of 2008 made it abundantly clear that this was a priority. Particularly as the only pre
school for the under 5 year olds is located in ickwell village hall. It should have been a priority
years ago to provide a hard footpath. Lower caldecote, where the a1 dual carriageway splits
the village in 2 parts, has no direct access to the rest of the parish except by foot or cycle
over an unpathed track across a field. Again, this should have been remedied when the a1
was redirected! I believe that a proper footway and/or other access away from the a1 is
imperative. With the huge increase in a1 traffic it is very dangerous when entering or exiting
lower caldecote on the east carriageway by vehicle.
• Protecting unique character of small villages is essential!
• Too reserved, not enough emphasis on looking to the future. The UK population is growing
how will this be accommodated? How are embracing change?
• All very well having a draft vision statement, but things need putting right now ie sewers
and roads.
• Because your not wanting to improve/expand. As seen in the last 21 years.
• The villages should be left as villages not grow into towns.
• How can future residents needs be valued or determined?
• I don't believe there are ever "demonstrated local needs' - most people don't want
development and yet we always end up getting it.
• Northill Parish strives to be a thriving, safe, rural community that people are happy to live,
work and relax in, and contribute to, both now and in the future.
• I do not agree with the statement 'considering opportunities for reasonable growth to meet
demonstrated local needs' as I do not want to see any growth. I want to preserve our local
communities and fear that any development will open the floodgates for developers to turn us
into a Biggleswade suburb.

• 'whilst considering opportunities for reasonable browth to meet demonstrated local needs'
is hugely problematic; it is a "green light" to developers and to avaricious residents to use
the phrase "reasonable growth to meet demonstrated local needs".
• It is not relaxing or safe!
• How can you tell the views of future residents!!
• How can you value now the opinions of future residents? (reword) - "would strive to value
them". 3rd paragraph - change the emphasis eg whilst being willing to consider justifiable
changes to meet future needs "the community aims to protect ................ character"
• This parish needs to grow jobs and more effort should be put into support business
• I do not share your view that there needs to be any growth in this parish.
• This will lead to collusion between councillors and local landowners for financial reasons.
• I agree with the meaning behind it but it needs rewording. It reads as if we are just
tolerating the development of our parish, not welcoming its growth in all areas. This parish
has a wonderful history that needs to be preserved and remembered but growth and
development is needed to help appreciate that even more.
• I don't feel the parish at the moment accomodates all individuals, there are not many
young children or adults in the village.
• Much of the community very unwelcoming, a lot of bullying for example with the
allotments. Young people are not supported.

Please tell us in which village/hamlet within the Parish you are responding from?
(please tick all that apply)
Upper Caldecote (209)

51%
27%

Northill (111)
16%

Ickwell (64)
Lower Caldecote (17)

4%

Hatch (7)

2%

Thorncote Green (5)

1%

Brook End (2)

1%

Budna (-)
Bells Brook (-)

How long have you lived in the Parish? (please tick one box only)
Less than 1 year (4) 1%
1-5 years (51)
6-10 years (45)

12%
11%
35%

11-25 years (144)

41%

More than 25 years (166)

How would you describe your household? (please tick one box only)
Couple & dependent children (92)

23%

All aged 65 and over (88)

22%

Couple - no children (68)

17%

Couple & non dependent children (64)

16%
14%

One person - 65 and over (56)
One person - other (19)

5%

Lone parent & non dependent children (8)

2%

Lone parent & dependent children (6)

2%

All other households (5) 1%

Which age group are you in? (please tick one box only)
Under 18 (8) 2%
18 - 24 (12)
25 - 34 (21)
35 - 44 (44)
45 - 54 (63)
55 - 64 (68)
65 + (189)

3%
5%
11%
16%
17%
47%

