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This document was prepared by the THINC Committee on behalf of the Northill Parish Council and supported by the Bedfordshire Rural 
Communities Charity and DEFRA. 
 
Publishing date: December 2008 
One copy distributed to all households in the Parish during January 2009 
Additional copies can be obtained from the Northill Parish Council  
 



                                      Northill Parish Community Plan        
            2008 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

                                                                              THINC –Improve and Conserve                                                          Page 3   

 
1 DOCUMENT AND PLAN HISTORY AND PREPARATION 
 
This Parish Plan was prepared by a steering group of dedicated Parishioners, who gave their free time to “Improve and Conserve” their Parish.  
The collective name for the project was agreed as THINC using the first letters of the Villages.  This document is the “Northill Parish Community 
Plan”, recording the results of the THINC consultations and their analysis, with the statistical evidence appended.  
 
1.1 THINC Working Party Members 
The following formed the last stage working party: 
Chair:  Helen Papworth (Bob Hall February – November 2006); Secretary: Jill Parker; Treasurer: Sally Mandley 
Steering Group members : Stephanie Bennett, Alan Bigg, Richard Cass, Lesley Ann Cowell, Janet Green, David Lee, Tim Leitch, Josie 
Maudlin, Jim Norris, Michael Roadnight 
Supported at various times by:  Neil Spencer, Louise Ashmore, Marian Callaghan and 80 questionnaire deliverers 
With much assistance by: BRCC – Zoe Ashby, Jemma McLean and Carrie-Anne Rowley 
Northill Parish Council subgroup (May 2008 onwards): Avril Bird, Maureen Hall, Sally Mandley, David Milton 
 
1.2 Timescale – Outline 

·  Programme initiated by Northill Parish Council decision in September 2005 
·  Plan developed over the period 2005 – Main questionnaire distributed in July 2007 
·  Final Parish Plan to be submitted to the Stakeholders and Northill Parish Council  2008 

 
 
GLOSSARY OF ABBREVIATIONS USED  
At the time of writing, the Central Bedfordshire Unitary Authority is in the process of being created and will replace Bedfordshire County Council 
and Mid Bedfordshire District Council in this area in April 2009. 
 

BCC Bedfordshire County Council 
BRAF Bedfordshire Rural Affairs Forum 
BRCC Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity  
CBC Central Bedfordshire Council 
DEFRA  Department of the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
MBDC Mid Bedfordshire District Council 
P3 Parish Paths Partnership 
PC Northill Parish Council 
PFA Upper Caldecote Playing Fields Association 
PFR Planning For Real Committee 
THINC     Northill Parish Community Plan Steering Group 
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2 OBJECTIVES OF THE NORTHILL PARISH COMMUNITY PLAN 
 
The views of the local community are combined into proposed action points for implementation. The Parish Council can undertake some of the 
work itself but, in many cases, it will need to champion the work with the community and the appropriate partners as listed in the Action Plans.  It 
is important to stress that the plan is one for progressive action and that not all recommendations will be achievable instantly.  Some may need 
changes to Central Government policy or even national law, but that does not rule out the validity of those items.  Others may just need the will 
to persuade established bodies that a change is needed.  It is recognised that funding will always be a constraint.  
 
The Mid Bedfordshire District Landscape Character Assessment Final Report (August 2007) described some of the Parish area covering Hatch, 
Upper Caldecote and Lower Caldecote as “disturbed and fragmented” with “the presence of the major road corridor of the A1, large settlements 
and the mix of land uses, giving an urban fringe character’’.  The authors of the Northill Parish Community Plan feel that it is better to summarise 
their current endeavour for the "whole Parish" as "Improving and conserving the villages in the Northill Parish" and, in their view, one of the most 
picturesque parts of Bedfordshire. 
 
3 PARISH PROFILE  
 
Northill Civil Parish, for which this Community Plan has been developed, consists of the two ecclesiastical parishes of Northill and Caldecote, 
situated in the western Ivel Valley of Mid Bedfordshire, between two major road links, the A1 and the M1.  The three largest villages are Northill, 
Ickwell and Upper Caldecote, with smaller villages/hamlets at Lower Caldecote, Thorncote, Hatch, Budna, Brook End and Vinegar Hill to the 
west of the A1 corridor and the most recent development of Bellsbrook to the eastern boundary by the River Ivel.  The first letters of the largest 
villages make up the steering group’s name, ‘THINC’.  To a certain extent, the community functions in two halves, with Caldecote as one half 
and Ickwell and Northill as the other.  Several organisations are duplicated within the two areas e.g. football and cricket clubs, WI, church 
magazines. 
  
According to the 2001 census, the Parish had 885 households, with 2,288 parishioners.  We delivered questionnaires to 918 dwellings (Upper 
Caldecote and Bellsbrook 516, Lower Caldecote 47, Northill 181, Ickwell 126, Thorncote 23, Hatch and Budna 25). 
 
Visually, the Parish landscape is flat, with shelterbelts of conifers, poplars and occasional mature willows.  There is a mix of land uses.  Market 
gardening was favoured by the fertile sandy soil, and also by transport improvements in the last two centuries (the Great North Road, improved 
navigation of the River Ivel and the north/south railway line).  The end of the last century saw a shift to large arable farms, bounded with hedges 
and ditches, and a significant acreage is now given over to specialist rose growing.  The increase in the wealth and aspiration of the 
communities and interest in leisure pursuits has highlighted the increase in rural and social outdoor activities, hence the demand for horse 
pastures and the re-use of old gravel workings close to the Ivel as “day” fisheries. 
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Ickwell Green boasts one of the few free-standing, permanent maypoles in the 
country, danced around early on Mayday morning by local Morris men, with a 
celebration of the crowning of a local May Queen on the associated Bank 
Holiday.  Close by is Ickwell Bury, until recently owned by the Harpur Trust, an 
educational charity in Bedford.  The Harpur Trust retains the grounds for field 
trips for Bedford School, and as rented livery for local horse owners.  Ickwell is 
the historic birthplace of Thomas Tompion, the famous 17th century clockmaker.  
Tompion’s clocks can still be seen locally at the Bury and, according to some, 
on Northill church tower.  A bridleway from the south side of the Green, known 
locally as the Sheepwalk leads to the Shuttleworth estate with its famous 
collection of historic aeroplanes in the neighbouring parish of Old Warden. 
 
The name “Northill” comes from “Nortgivele”, the northern territory of the Gifle 
tribe, which shares its name with the River Ivel.  The church and pub clustered 

around the village duck pond, with the village hall opposite, create a natural centre for the village.  Two miles east of Northill, the Ivel passes 
through a breach in the Greensand Ridge.  Once an active navigation channel, flanked by many water mills, the river is now a haven for wildlife, 
supporting otters, kingfishers and voles. 
  
Upper Caldecote was once a small hamlet of Northill Parish.  In 1921 the first Council houses were built along Biggleswade Road, now five 
housing estates have emerged and much infill of private housing, creating by far the largest village in the Parish.  All Saints' Church was built in 
1867, until then villagers travelled to Northill for services.  The antique shop in Hitchin Road was the first Methodist Chapel and Schoolroom.  
This church was declared too small for the 19th century congregation and was replaced in 1909 by the one in Biggleswade Road.  The school 
had moved to Biggleswade Road in 1860 and eventually, in 1983, to the present Lower School in Manor Place.  The Grange estate at Lower 
Caldecote derives its name from Caldecote Grange, originally a gentleman’s house, latterly a transport café with a lorry park. 
 
Vinegar Hill derives its name from a barrel of vinegar falling from a cart and spilling its contents.  The cart was on its way to the onion barns, 
where many local women worked peeling and pickling onions.  In those days, the majority of the men worked on the land, market gardening and 
flower growing, and farming, with a few cows grazing on the Green.  Thorncote, Brook End and Budna remained areas of market gardening until 
very recently.  Brook End features the only ‘by-way’ in the Parish. 

A large Gypsy and Travellers' site was established illegally at Hatch ten years ago. The larger back part of the site was cleared, with a small site 
of three plots remaining with temporary planning permission on the front.  A number of plots on the site are under review as part of MBDC 
Gypsy and Travellers’ Site consultation.�

��

Early on 1 May – Morris Men on Ickwell Green  
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4 HOW YOUR PLAN WAS DEVISED 
  

   THINC Committee 
 " Improve  and Conserve " 

 
From L to R: Helen Papworth, Jill Parker, Janet Green, Alan Bigg, Tim Leitch, 
Jim Norris  
Not pictured : Stephanie Bennett, Richard Cass, Bob Hall, David Lee, 
Josie Maudlin, Michael Roadnight, Lesley Ann Cowell. 

 
4.1 Key Steps 
 
Sept/Oct 05    Sand Lane Public meetings, leading to formation of Steering Group 
14.12.05 Sand Lane Budget plan produced, Parish Council agreed £250 grant, support letters from stakeholders requested, 

working groups suggested 
Jan 06 Every Household  Likes/Dislikes exercise 
17.02.06  DEFRA funding confirmed  
05.04.06 Sand Lane Working groups formed: Environment, Housing (Planning), Road Safety and Traffic, Youth and Elderly  
01.05.06 Ickwell Green May Day Event – publicity (see Section 4.4) 
09.09.06 Northill Village Hall First Planning for Real exercise 
23.09.06 Caldecote Church Rooms Second Planning for Real exercise 
02.05.07 Ickwell Green May Day Event – ongoing publicity (see Section 4.4) 
July 07  Questionnaire distributed and collected 
Dec 07- Finalise Drafts Draft plan in preparation 
May 08  Parish Council subgroup assessment of drafts began. 
Dec 08  Printing. (Distribution to all households and Stakeholders after Christmas.) 
 
4.2 "Likes/Dislikes" Initial Short Surveys 
 
In late January 2006 a “Short Survey” was delivered to and collected from all residents, asking for their three top Likes and Dislikes about living 
in the Parish.  Overall, there were 211 replies, a 24% response. 
  
The top Likes and Dislikes were perhaps predictable, with both main villages having traffic, road safety and speeding as their top concern and 
their picturesque environment as the top "Like".  However, beneath those top items there were widely different views around the Parish both 
between and within the villages and hamlets. 
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4.3 Consultations with Community Groups 
 
THINC Steering Group members visited the following groups:  WI, Thursday Club, Northill Village Hall, Ickwell Village Hall, Ickwell Pre School, 
Northill Tearooms, Caldecote Youth Group, Northill and Ickwell Care Scheme, Parish Paths Partnership. 
 
 
Stakeholders  to our Community Plan  
 
Mid Bedfordshire District Council, Bedfordshire County Council (shortly to become the unitary Central Bedfordshire Council) 
Neighbouring Parish Councils, Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity 
Bedfordshire Heartlands NHS Primary Care Trust, Bedfordshire Police, The Highways Agency 
Ivel and Ouse Countryside Project, Parish Paths Partnership (P3) 
Ickwell Village Hall, Northill Village Hall, Caldecote Methodist Church, Caldecote Church Rooms,  Northill PCC, Friends of St Mary’s, Northill 
Caldecote VC Lower School, Northill Lower School, Ickwell, Northill and Caldecote Pre School, Caldecote Smarties Group 
Caldecote Football Club, Caldecote Cricket Club, Ickwell Cricket Club, Ickwell and Old Warden Football Club, Upper Caldecote Playing Fields 
Association, Northill Amblers 
Caldecote WI, Northill WI, Social Circle, Thursday Club 
Northill and Ickwell Care Scheme, Northill Tea Rooms 
Ickwell Mayday Committee, Maypole Heritage 
 
 
4.4 Mayday Events 2006 and 2007    
 
A stall was taken at the 2006 Ickwell Mayday celebrations to display intentions, 
gather ideas and generally increase awareness of THINC.  Approximately 200 
individuals visited the tent.  A similar tent was taken at the 2007 celebrations to 
ensure the project was kept in the public eye. 
 
In addition to advertising the group, both events were used to recruit volunteer 
parishioners for the questionnaire distribution and collection task. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May Day 2006, Ickwell Green, THINC Marquee 
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4.5 "Planning for Real" (PFR) 
 
"Planning For Real" was an exercise with open meetings which utilised large scale maps of the Parish and invited individuals of all ages to 
indicate by the use of ‘flags’ where, or where not, a particular facility was needed or a problem needed solving.  Some 107 individuals attended 
the two PFR meetings at Northill and Upper Caldecote.  None indicated that they came from the smaller villages or hamlets.  More females than 
males attended and ages ranged from 6 to over 90. Of the 107, 15 were under 18.  Residence in the Parish ranged from under one year to 
34 individuals who had resided for over 25 years. 
 
A total of 692 individual flags were placed on the maps, with the following response from each village: 
  

Upper Caldecote     42.5% 
Northill 26% 
Ickwell 13.5% 

 
6% covered the whole Parish or applied everywhere and less than 2% applied to the hamlets.  This response reflects the village population 
numbers and not lack of interest by the smaller areas. 
 
The 692 flags were distributed as follows: 
 

Traffic and Transport **      34.5% 
Environment           23.5% 
Housing       10.5% 
Community Facilities  10.5% 
Leisure and Recreation  6.5%  
Crime and Safety              6.0%   
Work, Training and Education   6%  
Health less than 2% 

. 
The outcome of the Planning For Real exercise subsequently added information, comment, and suggestions to the Questionnaire, and hence to 
the final Plan. 
  
5 QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
The questionnaire was distributed to 918 households in the Parish during July 2007.  537 questionnaires were returned, a 58.5% response rate.  
About 22,540 answers and comments to the questions were analysed (see back pages for overview of statistics).  The questionnaire was made 
up of 37 main questions subdivided into seven sections on Environment, Housing, Road Safety, Business, Recreation and Leisure, Youth and 
Elderly, and Community Issues (Waste and Local Transport). 

** Note:  Of the 239 flags for "Traffic and Transport", 100 were 
about speeding 
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6 PRINCIPAL SUMMARY FROM EACH OF OUR  VILLAGES 
 
Parishioners’ concerns for each village were diverse, with ideas and solutions reflecting individual perceptions of Parish issues from a wide 
demographic range of respondents.  However, traffic in its various guises featured highly.  Environmental issues and the underlying desire to 
retain and maintain the fabric of the Parish were also significant, with responses that varied from adverse comments on litter and dog mess to 
the destruction of our heritage timber-framed buildings by heavy goods vehicle traffic. 
  
Comments on the way planning permission was granted were significantly critical. 
 
As described in the overview, the population has changed in structure, with more disposable wealth.  The desire for leisure is starting to come 
out in the “needs” for the Parish.  The proliferation of “field stables” indicates an enormous increase in recreational horse riding.  The Action Plan 
needs to address this as a greater need for access routes into the rural infrastructure through the Parish that can be enjoyed by all ages, 
abilities and diverse pursuits.  There are no cycle tracks. There are few roadside footpaths between villages. Children’s play areas in the Parish 
are inadequate. 
 
The schools for our youngsters still reflect the three-tier system with the inevitable increase in traffic volumes and movement of children.  
Parking outside the schools is a twice-daily necessity for many mothers but a major disruptive issue to other road users with regard to the safety 
of the children.  Inconsiderate parking is also seen and noted as a hazard in specific locations where cars and larger vehicles impinge on the 
roadway or the Greens, with apparent abandon.  Traffic speed seems to be regulated by the obstacles in the road (parked cars) rather than 
formal controls. Police controls are very infrequent, and signage is disregarded, particularly by HGVs. These problems were raised by many, 
and are a reflection of the indifference to the issue by road users.  Disabled parking access to local facilities needs considering.  The response 
from Youth and Recreation and Leisure indicated some need for transport and additional recreation.  Upper Caldecote is the only area with 
children's play facilities, although it was from here that the greatest demand for additional facilities was raised. 
 
In the community again, reflecting the greater population, Upper Caldecote looked for more care services and surprisingly in a rural community 
a majority of respondents indicated interest in an allotment.  The rural nature reflected the business needs with “trade” type services on the 
“required” list but surprisingly there was little demand for more shops. 
 
Summary of Topical Issues: 

NORTHILL      Parking at Northill School, HGV traffic strategy, lack of playground facilities 
ICKWELL      Parking at Pre-School, perimeter track issues, roadside footpath to Upper Caldecote, lack of 

playground facilities 
UPPER CALDECOTE  Parking at the Post Office, establish a Care Scheme, improve playground facilities, provide a 

bowling green, roadside footpath to Ickwell, link road to Lower Caldecote 
LOWER CALDECOTE   A1 access, link road to Upper Caldecote  
THORNCOTE, VINEGAR HILL HGV traffic   
HATCH     Traveller issues  
BELLSBROOK     Access across A1 at commuting times 
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7 THE ENVIRONMENT 
 
Within the community, green spaces have been preserved and registered for recreation, such that Caldecote and Ickwell have large village 
greens, with smaller greens at Northill (including a small pond), Hatch and Thorncote. Few Parishioners felt there was a need for more green 
open spaces.  Also, only about a third of respondents to the questionnaire felt that the greens 
needed improving, most adverse comments being about parking and general abuse at both 
Caldecote and Ickwell Greens.  All the greens bar one are registered to Northill Parish Council, 
which maintains them, the exception being Thorncote Green which is common land.  Caldecote 
Green is accessed by an adopted road, whereas much of the track around Ickwell Green is 
unadopted, residents having right of way over an unmade-up "perimeter track".  Northill Green 
is accessed from the road leading to Northill church and the Crown public house.  Thorncote 
Green has a rough single track leading across to houses on the east side, whereas Hatch 
Common is fed by a made-up road to a small grassed area.  

 
Northill and Ickwell have large designated Conservation Areas, 
with picturesque thatched cottages and listed buildings, some 
dating back to pre-14th century.  Questioned about protecting 
significant views, locations or buildings in the Parish, nearly 
half of the 421 replies had churches and greens, together with 
the preservation of open access and views.  Ickwell Bury and 
Harvey Cottages were specifically mentioned (village halls will be mentioned under Recreation). 
 
The Parish has many footpaths, including part of the Greensand Ridge Walk, maintained by an active P3 
group.  P3 is responsible for the improved signage of these footpaths, and also monitors a permissive path 
created on a very dangerous bend in Warden Road, Ickwell.  The Parish has only one bridleway at the 

Sheepwalk, running south from Ickwell Green towards Shuttleworth where it links up with a further network.  Three quarters of replies to the 
questionnaire felt that these public rights of way were generally satisfactory, suggestions for further work being mostly maintenance, map 
boards, signage issues, improved access for the disabled, access to Broom Pits, and improved linkage of the existing bridleways.  Whilst most 
people felt that we had enough footpaths, there was significant comment about the need for a roadside footpath between Upper Caldecote and 
Ickwell (total 71 requests).  Over 100 people were prepared to become involved with environmental activities in the Parish, most of the relatively 
few comments being reasons not to become involved.  A recent Parish Council initiative to tidy up scrubland on Caldecote Green and replant 
hedging was well supported despite short notice.  There was however little interest in creating or improving wildlife areas in the Parish.  
Comments ranged from a variety of improvements in Ickwell e.g. the nature reserve area on the west side of the green, and Northill including 
the pond, and general comments for improving waterways, hedgerows and woodland areas in all villages. 
  
Nearly 250 households were concerned about environmental issues in the Parish, comments ranging widely from worry about over- 
development and allied urbanisation, excess traffic speed, litter, dog fouling and drainage issues. 
 

Parking on Ickwell Green 

       Verge Damage by Heavy Lorries  
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8 ENVIRONMENT ACTION PLAN  
�
Ref  Action Method Priority Timescale Partners Comments 
E1.0 Identify major 

concerns to 
official 
planning 
departments. 

Set out Parishioners views/concerns by liaison with 
CBC/PC and develop improved links and two-way 
understanding of constraints and Parish issues. 

High Ongoing PC, 
CBC 

 

E2.0 Improve 
Greens. 

Fully identify problems and issues.  Initiate discussion with 
PC to stop parking and general abuse of the Greens at all 
villages.  Take legal steps and involve police.  Consider anti 
dog mess and rubbish removal campaigns. 

High 1-5 years PC, 
CBC, 
Police 

Many items in response 
comments. 

E3.0 Improve and 
protect assets. 

Identify buildings, and areas of environmental value and 
concern to Parishioners.  Encourage protection of churches 
– support and facilitate church needs.  Ensure views and 
locations are protected by appropriate planning decisions.  

High 1-5 years PC, 
CBC 

Develop and provide local 
guideline document on assets.  
See Ref E1.0. 

E4.0 Improve 
footpaths.  

Locate suitable sites for improving disabled access.  
Develop/install improved signing.  
Install map boards.  Seek improvements to footpath 
maintenance with CBC. 

High 1-5 years PC, P3, 
CBC, 
BRCC 

Positive response to this 
question conflicts with similar 
text in Road Safety!  

E5.0 Improve 
bridleways. 

Develop/install improved signing.  Provision of more 
bridleways. 

High 1-5 years PC, P3, 
CBC, 
BRCC 

See Ref RS6.0. 

E6.0 Involvement 
with 
environmental 
activities. 
 

Initiate publicity campaign and encourage volunteers.  Start 
with easy but significant improvements (wild flower, hedge 
planting, rubbish clearance).  Develop to more involved 
tasks (footpath improvements, signage).  Identify and plan 
further areas for action including Ickwell wild life provision, 
general improvements to waterways, hedgerows and 
woodland.  Improved access to Broom Pits with appropriate 
external liaison. 

High Ongoing BRCC, 
P3, 
Designated 
leader via 
PC 

Liaison with Southill PC and 
the owners of Broom Pits. 
Refer to Section “What 
Happens Next”. 

E7.0 New 
footpaths. 

Seek further Parish justification for roadside footpath 
between Upper Caldecote and Ickwell, persuade CBC and 
landowners to co-operate to facilitate speedy construction. 

Medium 1-5 years CBC, P3, 
Local land 
owners 

Comment "It will probably be a 
popular improvement". 
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9 HOUSING ISSUES 
 
The three largest villages, Upper Caldecote, Northill, and Ickwell, are linear settlements, of post-war build and in part, ex Council housing, lining 
the main road and broadening out around each Green to much older houses and picturesque cottages, many preserved as listed buildings.   
Upper Caldecote has several small developments off Biggleswade Road, and a former Council estate leading to the recreation ground.  The 
newest accommodation is at Pound Close, off Vinegar Hill Road.  Lower Caldecote was developed in the 1980s, with access only via the A1 
and not to the rest of the Parish directly.  Eight low cost units were built at the end of Sand Lane ten years ago, and some older people's 
bungalows in Tompion's End, Ickwell and Manor Place, Upper Caldecote.  Otherwise development in the Parish has mostly been limited to 
occasional infill. 
 
More than half the people who responded to the questionnaire agreed that, if there was to be further development, there was a need for both 
low-cost and smaller houses and also sheltered housing for the elderly. 
 
Over 90% of those who answered the question rated the need to keep house design in harmony with the surrounding area and the majority 
showed a preference for traditional designs.  They also thought it was important to retain the existing appearance of village roads and open 
spaces by keeping to current building lines. 
 
Although residents preferred infill or brownfield sites there was concern about the impact of infill development on both the wildlife and the 
community.  If there were any proposals for further development adequate parking was considered essential and green open spaces, play 
areas, footpaths and cycle tracks also featured. 
 
Although people recognised a need for a limited number of additional houses, their major concern was to preserve the identity of the individual 
villages and hamlets. 
 
There has been considerable concern in the press about developments built on flood plains giving rise to flooding.  Problems with flooding were 
reported in all the villages in this Parish.  Residents in Upper Caldecote mentioned Water Lane, Shakespeare Drive, Biggleswade Road and 
Hitchin Road as some of the areas where heavy rain took a long time to clear.  In February 2008 significant foul sewage flooding occurred in 
several places on the Green in Upper Caldecote.  Local residents reported some flooding on and around Ickwell Green, and Garner Close and 
Sand Lane in Northill were also highlighted.  A high percentage of inhabitants in Thorncote and Hatch reported flooding problems when there is 
heavy rain.  In view of these problems and the likelihood of heavier rainfall in the future a specific study may be advisable to create a database, 
and input to planning agencies.  There were also comments about the lack of regular clearing of the drainage ditches in the Parish. 
 
We asked Parishioners whether they would use an allotment in the Parish.  133 of our respondents were interested; specifically 95 of them lived 
in Upper Caldecote. 
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10 HOUSING ACTION PLAN 
 
Ref  Action Method Priority Timescale Partners Comm ents 
HP1.0 Identify demand and issues 

for the provision of allotments 
in Northill Parish. 

Use village/Parish magazines to 
find out who is interested. 
Arrange public meeting with 
interested parties. 
PC to identify possible sites. 

High 1-5 years PC, 
Interested 
villagers, 
Landowners, 
National 
Allotment Society 

95 residents in Upper Caldecote 
expressed an interest. 

HP2.0 Identify housing need. 
 

Undertake an in-depth study on 
the need for low-cost, small 
homes and sheltered 
accommodation. 

Medium 1-5 years 
Ongoing 

PC, 
Housing 
Associations, 
Volunteers 

More than 50% wanted low-cost 
and small homes, 56% said yes to 
sheltered accommodation. 
30% ticked “don’t know”. 

HP3.0 Ensure (and promote) that 
any new development fits 
with existing building styles, 
lines etc according to views 
of Parishioners.  

Assemble a Village Design 
Statement involving PC/CBC and 
communicate with local residents 
to promote feedback. 

Medium 1-5 years 
Ongoing 

PC, 
Local residents, 
CBC 

THINC data can be made 
available. 

HP4.0 Create a flooding database to 
form a Parish archive. 

Publicise need for residents to 
report flooding.  To be 
co-ordinated by a co-opted 
person or volunteer. 

Medium 1-5 years 
Ongoing 

Ivel Drainage 
Board, 
Anglian Water, 
CBC, 
Volunteers 

THINC data can be made 
available. 
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11 ROAD SAFETY ISSUES 
 
The A1, A6 and closeness of the M1 enable many Parishioners to live in the area and commute to places far and wide.  The nature of the north-
south roads causes significant cross-country traffic movements through a network of minor rural roads in our Parish – a major concern to many.  
Both the Likes/Dislikes exercise and the Planning for Real exercise identified speeding traffic and heavy goods vehicles as major concerns of 
many Parishioners.  Half of the replies thought the speed limit should be reduced to less than 30 mph through the villages, with 62% supporting 
additional traffic-calming measures.  Specific sites mentioned in Upper Caldecote were the village entry points at Vinegar Hill and Hitchin Road, 
also Ashby Drive and the Pastures, leading to the playing fields.  Speeding and volumes of traffic in Ickwell, Warden Road, Caldecote Road, 
and Northill Road are major concerns, as are Bedford Road and Thorncote Road in Northill. 

  
The Parish currently has one vehicle-activated speed sign on the entry to Upper Caldecote from Vinegar Hill.  58% 
of replies were in favour of additional vehicle-activated signs, Bedford Road, Northill and Caldecote Road, Ickwell 
being the favoured sites.  (Northill Parish Council recently decided to spend its 2008 allocation from Bedfordshire 
County Council’s “Confident Communities Fund” towards the installation of a second sign at Bedford Road, 
Northill.) 

  
Additional hazards are created by inconsiderate road parking, specific sites mentioned being outside the shop/Post Office in Hitchin Road, 
outside both schools and Ickwell Pre-School, by the churches in Upper Caldecote and the Church Hall in Sand Lane.  A lay-by in Caldecote 
Road is also abused.  Other concerns were expressed about the Pound crossroads on Hitchin Road, the lack of a footbridge over the A1 and 
safety improvements at Tingey’s Corner (the junction of the eastern end of Biggleswade Road with the A1). 
 
Parishioners in Upper Caldecote felt that there were many places where improvements to pavements were required, specifically in Hitchin 
Road, Ashby Drive and along the main road towards Pound Close, whereas in the other villages there was no concern.  There was strong 
support in Upper Caldecote for improved road crossings outside the Post Office in Hitchin Road.  66% of 340 households were satisfied with the 
general condition of our roads, the remainder citing Manor Place and Hitchin Road as problems.  The strength of support for a roadside footpath 
from Upper Caldecote to Ickwell has already been mentioned. 
 
There was no significant demand for cycle lanes in the village.  Many Parishioners felt that road safety could be improved by keeping horses off 
our roads by improving the bridleway network.  However they felt that horse riders could try to keep to single file whilst on the road, and wear 
bright jackets.  Hitchin Road was most frequently mentioned. 
  
Lower Caldecote has a unique problem with regard to its entry and exit points being only on the A1 trunk road.  Views were split equally about 
this as a hazard.  However, questioned further about the safety of our A1 crossings at Hill Lane (the Sainsbury’s roundabout) and Tingey’s 
Corner, of a 97% response 57% had concerns.  Bedfordshire County Council has recently looked at the possibility of installing part-time traffic 
lights at Hill Lane, but advised Parish Council that the layout of the roundabout has insufficient space to stack traffic on the roundabout 
carriageway and, without the purchase of land, access roads cannot be widened. 

 
   Speed Checks in Ickwell 
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12 ROAD SAFETY ACTION PLAN 
 
Ref  Action Method Priority Timescale  

 
Partners Comments 

RS1.0 Apply 
appropriate 
calming 
methods in 
most villages. 

Consider more “obstacles/furniture” to create natural 
speed reducers. 
Discourage the use as a bypass/short cut.  Select 
village boundaries and schools as priority points.  
Priority on routes to Biggleswade, Bedford, 
Shefford, Sandy and Hitchin. 

High 1-5 years PC, 
CBC, 
Highways, 
Police 

Bedford Road Northill,  
Hatch,  
Warden Road bends,  
Vinegar Hill, 
Upper Caldecote, 
A1 entrance. 

RS2.0 Reassess 
parking areas 
in all villages. 

Review offset parking areas.  Clearly constrain use 
of lay-bys, hard border no-go areas.  Focus on 
Ickwell to Upper Caldecote road, Upper Caldecote 
shops, Upper Caldecote Green, Ickwell Green, all 
school areas, advise Police. 

High 1-5 years PC, 
CBC, 
Highways 

 

RS3.0 Enforce and 
apply more  
lorry 
weight/width 
limits. 

Consider width barriers on all village entry points.  
Impose weight/width restrictions consistent with 
those in other villages.  Priority with Police and 
BCC/CBC Freight Strategy. 

High Ongoing PC, 
CBC, 
Police 

Weight restriction in Upper 
Caldecote forces heavy lorries into 
other villages – destroying the fabric 
of  old timber-framed houses. 

RS4.0 Address A1 
issues of 
access from 
Lower  
Caldecote. 

Improve run-off and entry access roads to A1. 
Reduce speed to consistent 50 mph.  

High 1-5 years PC, 
Highways 
Agency 

High number of Lower Caldecote 
residents indicated need for 
improved A1 access.  Entry from 
fishing lakes and local garage/car 
valeting services seen as a hazard. 

RS5.0 Address 
volumes of 
traffic through 
Parish. 

Use pinch points/natural barriers on all entry and 
mid-section of villages.  Create “slow” zones by 
controlled restrictions and single pass points i.e. 
20 mph within the area of schools, offsets in roads. 
Village Green single gateways. 

High 1-5 years PC, 
CBC, 
Highways 
Agency 

Feedback re issues of traffic using 
the villages in the Parish as “rat 
runs” to main arterial roads e.g. A1, 
M1, A6, A421.  

RS6.0 Improve off- 
road access 
and bridleways. 

Talk to farmers to get a “cross country course”.  
Improve signage at road crossings.  
Sign walk/bridle ways in a more “friendly” 
encouraging way.  Contact British Horse Society for 
advice.  Link tracks to Greensand Ridge route.  

Medium 1-5 years  PC, CBC, 
P3, BRCC, 
Riding 
groups, 
Landowners 

Parish has significant number of 
horse riders/walking and rambling 
clubs. 
See Ref E5.0. 

RS7.0 Improve the 
signage 
throughout the 
Parish. 

Incorporate signage with village entry point “gates” 
and warnings of horses/cyclists and other road 
users. 

Medium 1-5 years PC, 
CBC, 
Highways 
Agency 

58% agreed that signage needed 
improvement, specific points in all 
villages, outside schools and shops.  
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13 BUSINESS  
 
The Parish supports an increasing variety of small businesses, some working from home via the Internet but others utilising small industrial units 
or redundant farm buildings.  Some of these businesses are responsible for the increase in haulage seen through the Parish, which is of 
concern to many Parishioners.  There was only a very low level of interest in providing more small-scale outlets for either craft or white-collar 
businesses such as IT or consultancy.  Comments ranged from “these don’t belong in countryside due to vehicle movements and added 
pollution” to questioning “viability” and “noise”.  However other respondents wanted to encourage future generations to stay in the area, and to 
reduce the need to travel out of the Parish for work.  Half of 314 respondents felt that there was a need for more employment opportunities 
within the Parish.  We were not able to establish for what age group e.g. school leavers, mums with school age children. 
 
In Upper Caldecote there are two shops, one with Post Office attached, also a large country store/garden centre and an antique shop.  The 
Parish has two other farm shops, one at Girtford Bridge retailing vegetables, the other at Thorncote specialising in free-range poultry and locally 
sourced meat.  At Bellsbrook, across the A1, there is a large national supermarket and petrol station.  Most respondents to the questionnaire did 
not feel that the Parish required any additional shops.  However many commented that they were concerned about possible forced closure of 
the Post Office.  
 
14 BUSINESS ACTION PLAN 
 
Ref Action Method Priority Timescale Partners Comments 
B1.0 Find out more 

about local 
business plans. 

Initiate a review with CBC and local Enterprise and 
Employment Services on the need for more business 
facilities. 

Medium 1-5 years PC, CBC, 
Local 
businesses 
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15 RECREATION 
 
Both Ickwell and Upper Caldecote have thriving cricket and football clubs.  A new multi-use games area (MUGA) is in use at Caldecote, with a 
very small playground alongside the clubhouse.  There are no public playground facilities anywhere else in the Parish.  Northill School has a 
MUGA, with use restricted by planners and local parking issues.  A quarter of the suggestions received commented on the lack of playground 
facilities, particularly for the youngest age groups.  There was an equal split of support for such a facility somewhere on Ickwell Green, or for 
extending the facility at Upper Caldecote.  There was also interest in a bowling facility at Upper Caldecote. 
 
Northill and Upper Caldecote both support Anglican churches, and there is an active Methodist church also at Caldecote.  Each church has an 
associated church hall, available for meetings of local clubs and societies in each village.  In addition, Northill and Ickwell both have separate 
village halls, Ickwell’s being rented during the day by the local Pre-School.  This large number of public buildings in a relatively small Parish 
means that a lot of groups are all actively involved in running and maintaining them on small budgets.  Ickwell Village Hall requires re-roofing. 
 
In times past there were many small public houses, the Rose and Crown, the Royal Oak, the Old Beer House, the Sugar Loaf at Vinegar Hill 
(opposite the old Toll House), the Old King's Head and the Grape Vine at Lower Caldecote, the Bell at Bellsbrook, the Gardner’s Arms at Brook 
End, the Barley Mow at Hatch.  Only the Crown at Northill now remains.  Many residents in Upper Caldecote said they would like to see a pub 
re-instated. 
 
16 RECREATION ACTION PLAN 
 
Ref  Action Method Priority Timescale Partners Comm ents 
R1.0 To create recreational 

facilities for children in the 
Parish.  

To erect permanent playground 
facilities for children in Northill and 
on Ickwell Green.   

Medium 1-5 years  PC, Local residents, 
DEFRA, CBC, National 
Sports and Playing Fields 
Association, 
Caldecote PFA 

Ickwell Green is maintained 
by PC. 

R2.0 To improve recreational 
facilities for children in the 
Parish. 

To consider extending or 
improving the playground facilities 
at Upper Caldecote. 

Medium 1-5 years PC, Caldecote PFA, 
National Sports 
Association, CBC  

. 

R3.0 To improve facilities for 
older residents. 

To consider sites for a Bowling 
Green in the Parish. 

Low 1-7 years PC, Caldecote PFA, 
National Sports and 
Playing Fields 
Association 

 

R4.0 To reinstate a public house 
facility in Upper Caldecote. 

This is a commercial decision not 
Parish. 

Low 1-7 years Local brewery, 
Residents of Upper 
Caldecote 
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17 YOUTH 
 
The current education strategy by Bedfordshire County Council retains a three-tier education system. The Parish supports two Lower Schools.  
From the age of nine, children have to travel three to five miles daily to Middle and then to Upper Schools in Biggleswade, Sandy and Great 
Barford.  Two thirds of households who responded indicated transport difficulties for after-school activities, either because of lack of suitable 
public transport or parents still at work. 
 
Nearly 100 households identified a need for a meeting place for children in Upper Caldecote, three quarters of them favouring a hall but there 
was some interest in an outdoor eco-shelter.  At present, Upper Caldecote has a Youth Club meeting weekly in the Methodist Church Hall, also 
open to and attended by teenagers from outside the Parish.  Northill has an active junior drama group and Brownies, whilst Caldecote supports 
Brownies, Rainbows, Beaver, Cub and Scout packs.  There are toddler groups at Northill and Upper Caldecote, with a well-established fee- 
paying Pre-School at Ickwell.  In addition, there are active youth sections at both Ickwell and Caldecote football and cricket clubs.  Many of 
these activities are reliant on a small group of willing parents to run them for the benefit of the whole community.  
 
There was a very poor response to the Youth Section of the Questionnaire.  Many households indicated that they left the section blank as they 
had little or no contact with children in the Parish.  Central Government is keen to encourage youth participation.  Other activities that might 
have been of interest, such as an Internet café, a place to practise (pop) music, or more sports facilities were not greatly supported, although 
70 “people” indicated an interest in Youth Parish Council. 
 

 
18 YOUTH ACTION PLAN 
 
Ref Action Method Priority Timescale Partners Comme nts 
YE1.0 Find out the 

views of young 
people who live 
in the Parish. 

Carry out further youth 
consultation. 

Medium 1-5 years PC, 
BRCC, 
CBC youth officers, 
Caldecote Youth Club, 
Schools 

The youth are the future of our Parish. 
Children at the local Lower Schools are too young, 
Middle and Upper Schools have larger catchment 
areas complicating consultation. 
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19 THE ELDERLY 
 
There are no doctors' surgeries or chemists within the Parish, and the Bedfordshire County Council library van has had its service cut back.  
There is only one cash-point in the Parish, inside the Post Office.  Elderly residents are often reliant on friends or relatives for transport because 
of the infrequent bus service. 
 
Both halves of the Parish offer groups where older residents can meet (Northill Tea Rooms, the Friendship Club in Upper Caldecote, informal 
coffee mornings at Caldecote Methodist Church Hall).  Suggestions for additional facilities were sparse, although there was some interest in 
bridge and computer training.  Some residents seemed not to know of all the clubs on offer in the Parish. 
 
Northill and Ickwell are fortunate to have a Care Scheme, offering domestic help, shopping, transport, letter writing and form filling services to 
the elderly.  It is run on a small budget by a small but dedicated group of volunteers, and would not be able to expand its services to cover 
Upper Caldecote.  A small group of "Good Samaritan" Parishioners assists older residents in Upper Caldecote on an unofficial basis.  However, 
212 Caldecote Parishioners were keen to see a Care Scheme established in Upper Caldecote.  There was some interest in adding gardening 
services to the scheme, although some residents felt that it might interfere with private gardening services available locally. 
  
20 ELDERLY ACTION PLAN 
 
Ref Action Method Priority Timescale Partners Comme nts 
EL1.0 To establish a 

Care Scheme in 
Upper Caldecote. 

Public Meeting in Upper 
Caldecote, to be advertised 
as widely as possible. 

High 1-3 years PC, Upper Caldecote 
residents, 
BRCC, 
Northill Care Scheme 

Consult Northill Care Scheme. 
 

EL2.0 Publicise existing 
groups for the 
elderly. 

Website, 
Village magazines, 
Flyers. 

Medium 1-3 years Representatives of 
existing groups 

 

EL3.0 Add gardening 
duties to Care 
Scheme. 

Consult Northill Care 
Scheme. 

Low 1-7 years  Over 60% percent in favour. 
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21 LOCAL SERVICES: WASTE AND LOCAL TRANSPORT 
 
There was a very high response rate to questions about our local services. 
  
Two thirds of 507 respondents said our fortnightly refuse collection was adequate, whilst 38% disagreed citing overfull or maggot-infested bins. 
(Our questionnaire went out during a pleasant but not hot July.)  There were comments about third world standards and additional trips to the 
Tidy Tip.  Three quarters of 505 households felt that our recycling facilities were adequate.  Those objecting cited a need for plastics to be 
recycled, that the green garden refuse bags were too small and that food waste recycling could be added.  MBDC is to expand their food waste 
recycling initiative in Autumn 2008.  MBDC is currently only able to recycle two types of plastic, but residents were keen to see this expanded, in 
particular to cope with margarine/yoghurt type plastic containers. 
  
Local bus services have improved, but their timing is such that many Parishioners are dependent on their own car, or assistance from friends 
and neighbours.  With no doctors' surgery or chemist within the Parish, and still only one cash-point (within the Post Office), elderly people in 
particular are very reliant.  Young people rely on friends or parents to get them to activities after school or to the cinema.  373 households 
responded to a question about local transport services. Almost half were very dissatisfied, with comments such as “too few buses", or 
"unreliable service”.  Many people said they did not use local transport, because they distrusted it so much.  The services do not seem to reflect 
the variable needs of the target users.  More direct routes to doctors/dentists/chemists are needed and consistent services to Sandy and 
Biggleswade. 
 
22 LOCAL SERVICES ACTION PLAN 
 
Ref  Action  Method  Priority  Timescale Partners  Comments  

W1.0 Support 
proposed food 
waste scheme. 

Separate the food waste from general and collect 
weekly.  
Need separate bin from MBDC for food.  

High 1-3 years MBDC, 
Residents 
 

Due Oct/Nov 2008 from 
MBDC.  

RC1.0 Garden waste 
sacks too small. 

Provide a garden waste bin – same size as other bins. Medium 1-3 years CBC  

a)  Pressurise MBDC/CBC to develop further schemes 
for more common alternative plastics. 
 

Medium 1-5 years PC, 
CBC, 
Residents 

 RC2.0 Encourage 
increased 
recycling of 
plastics. b) Reduce losses due to contamination of recycled 

matter. 
Maintain information through “Horizon” magazine. 

Medium 1-5 years PC, 
CBC, 
Residents 

Recent Government figures 
indicate 10% wasted due to 
contamination. 

T1.0 Make the bus 
services more 
consistent with 
needs. 

Realign and time routes to meet the needs of school 
children and commuters, doctors' surgeries, shops. 
Point-to-point services for key places –
doctors/shops/trains/schools. 

Medium 1-7 years CBC, Bus 
companies, 
Schools, 
Parents 

Stop general “go anywhere” 
and change to “go point to 
point” 
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23 ADDITIONAL COMMENTS  (PAGES 7 AND 8 OF THE QUEST IONNAIRE) 
 
Many residents repeated comments made earlier in the questionnaire, particularly on road traffic e.g. speeding, HGVs, parking and 
environmental issues e.g. dog fouling.  Further comments were made and are listed below. 
 
23.1 Crime 
 
23 Caldecote residents questioned what had happened to the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme that used to operate.  The Neighbourhood Watch 
Scheme is not working as efficiently in other parts of the Parish as it should. 
 
23.2  Security 
 
Although many replies indicated level of crime is perceived to be low, compared to more urban areas of Bedfordshire, there was frequent 
comment about the lack of visible policing.  Some residents expressed concern about travellers' sites (residents had opportunity to express their 
views about these issues in the 2007 Mid Bedfordshire Consultation).  There was some concern about the levels of street lighting with CCTV 
and security lighting to be encouraged.  However, in some parts of Northill and Ickwell, concern was expressed about the intrusiveness of 
domestic security lighting.  
 
23.3 Crime Action Plan 
 
Ref Action Method Priority Timescale Partners Comments 
CA1 Improve visible 

policing. 
Consider part-time Police Community Support 
Officer (PCSO). 
Pressurise CBC for alternatives. 

High 1-3 years PC, 
CBC, 
Neighbouring 
PCs 

Subject to funding. 

CA2 Restore functional 
Neighbourhood 
Watch Scheme to all 
parts of the Parish. 

Public meeting, 
Church Magazine, 
Parish Newsletter, 
Seek co-ordinators 

Medium 
 

1-3 years 
 

PC, 
Local 
residents, 
Police 

Requires co-ordinator to 
step forward. 
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23.4 Other Issues 
 

·  Many residents were keen to keep the Post Office facilities in Upper Caldecote. 
·  Easier access to some of the churches was requested. 
·  Monitor flight paths across the Parish – air traffic and holding areas for Luton and Stansted are increasing. 
·  Maintain our historic interests:  the milestone has been restored to the service road at Lower Caldecote.  
·  The Millennium Oaks planted around the Parish need promoting with plaques and publicity. 

 
23.5 The Parish Website 
 
The Parish website www.northill-parish.info  was created in January 2006, as an early objective to improving communication and information 
in the Parish.  Slowly it is gaining contributors, and links to the Parish Council website, www.northillparish.co.uk . 
 
23.6 Communication of Information 
 
The Parish officially became a “No Cold Calling Zone” in late 2007, the result of a Parish Council led initiative and leaflet drop by the THINC 
Questionnaire distribution tree.  It is hoped that this distribution tree can be developed to continue similar leaflet delivery in the future.  Both 
Northill and Caldecote support monthly Church/village newsletters, with repetition of some items, but a distinct individuality.  Northill Parish 
Council produces a quarterly newsletter distributed to all parishioners.  It was apparent from some of the questionnaires that some residents 
were unaware of all the facilities/clubs available in each village.  Consideration should be given to enhancing communication within the Parish 
and to the production of a village information pack. 
 
23.7 Additional Action Plan 
 
Ref Action Method Priority Timescale Partners Comme nts 
C1 To consolidate the village distribution tree 

re delivery of Parish newsletter, 
information leaflets etc. 

 Low 1-5 years PC, THINC, 
Magazine 
distributors 

Offers of help 
received already. 

C2 To consider the future of both church 
magazines and the Parish newsletter. 

Consultation.  Low 1-5 years PC, Magazine  
editors, PCC 

 

C3 To set up a village information pack. Write document, and consider ways 
to deliver to new residents e.g. 
through estate agents, Parish 
websites, publicise in Parish 
magazines etc. 

Low 1-5 years PC, Other PCs 
with information 
pack available 
e.g. Dunton 

Some residents 
unaware of facilities. 

C4 Check condition of Millennium Oaks. Propose replacement where 
necessary. 

Medium 1-3 years PC  
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24 WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 
 
Allocation of Responsibilities 
 
This Parish Plan summarises the views of the local community and combines them into Action Plans in th is document, for 
implementation over the next few years.  THINC prod uced this report on behalf of the Parish Council, t he ultimate owner, and it is the 
Parish Council that will lead the follow up action.   It can either undertake the work itself or establ ish other bodies that will take the 
work forward on its behalf.  Any new bodies would t ake direction from the Parish Council, and would re port back to it at a 
pre-determined frequency, perhaps at each meeting, but no less often than quarterly. 
 

 

THINC recommend that the Parish Council reviews pro gress with this document’s Action Plans  
annually and reports progress on them to the Annual  Parish Meeting.  A more detailed review, to 
re-confirm this document’s validity, should  be undertaken after five years and the report updat ed 
and re-published after that review.  Five-yearly re views should be done thereafter. 
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25 QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES AND STATISTICS ON RETURN S 
 
25.1 Questionnaire 

 
The questionnaire was made up of 37 main questions subdivided into 7 sections which were: 

 
·  Environment      Q1-9        9  Questions 
·  Housing    Q10-20    21  Questions and subquestions 
·  Road Safety   Q21-26    17  Questions and subquestions 
·  Business    Q27-28    14  Questions and subquestions 
·  Recreation and Leisure   Q29    1  Question 
·  Youth    Q30-33 14  Questions and subquestions 
·  Community    Q34-37   6  Questions and subquestions 

 
25.2 Statistics of Returns 
 

Distribution Numbers (Electoral Roll 920)   Section Response Totals  Q1-37   

       

Village  out  back  %  Environment 4,519 

Thorncote    23   11  47.8  Housing  6,679 

Hatch and Budna    25   16  64  Road Safety  6,080 

Ickwell  126   72  57.1  Business  1,607 

Northill  181   86  47.5  Recreation and Leisure    227 

Upper Caldecote and Bellsbrook  516 327  63.4  Youth  1,344 

Lower Caldecote    47   25  53.2  Community  2,084 

       

Total and % returned  918 537 58.5%  Total responses to all questions      22,540 
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DIAGRAMMATIC VIEW OF ANSWERS IN THE VILLAGES 
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26 STATISTICAL RETURNS (VILLAGE TOTALS) FROM THINC QUESTIONNAIRE (JULY 2007) 
 
These statistics were derived from the July 2007 Questionnaire.  All consultation methods contributed to the final Action Plans. 
 

No Sub  Summary Result  
Thorn - 
cote  

Hatch  & 
Budna  Ickwell Northill 

U/Cald & 
Bellsbrook  

Lower 
Caldcte Totals 

Sent Out  23 25 126 181 516 47 918 
Returned  11 16 72 86 327 25 537 

  Environment          

1  Are any more areas for wildlife needed in the Yes 2 4 14 19 62 6 107 

       parish? No 8 9 51 60 232 15 375 

2  Are there any wildlife areas that need improvement ? Yes 4 3 13 20 44 7 91 

   No 6 5 47 52 226 9 345 

3  Are there enough green open spaces in the Parish? Yes 9 14 63 69 256 15 426 

   No 2 0 3 10 40 5 60 

4  Do the Greens in the Parish need improvement? Yes 5 5 23 22 114 12 181 

   No 6 9 44 56 183 9 307 

5  Are there any significant buildings, locations or  Yes 3 4 34 45 92 12 190 

       views in the Parish that should be protected , No 4 8 27 12 162 9 222 

       improved or repaired? D Kn 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 

6  Is the public Rights of Way network (footpaths and   Yes 5 6 52 61 225 14 363 

       bridleways) generally satisfactory? No 5 8 13 18 68 7 119 

7  Does the Parish need NEW footpaths? Yes 5 5 23 27 81 4 145 

   No 5 8 35 40 208 14 310 

   D Kn 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 

8  Would you be prepared to be involved with  Yes  4 6 22 40 84 9 165 

       environmental activities within the Parish? No 5 5 41 35 193 11 290 

9  What is your major concern for the environment Yes  5 8 43 58 139 9 262 

       of the Parish? No 0 0 0 10 12 0 22 

        Q 1-9 Section 4519 
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No Sub  Summary  Result  
Thorn - 
cote  

Hatch  & 
Budna  Ickwell Northill 

U/Cald & 
Bellsbrook  

Lower  
Caldcte  Totals  

Sent Out   23 25 126 181 516 47 918 
Returned   11 16 72 86 327 25 537 

  Housing          

10  Is there a need for low cost housing? Yes 5 9 31 44 169 11 269 

   No 3 1 20 24 65 8 121 

   D Kn 2 4 20 20 80 5 131 

11  Is there a need for small homes? Yes 4 10 36 42 178 9 279 

   No 3 1 15 17 69 6 111 

   D Kn 4 4 22 15 69 7 121 

12  Is there a need for more sheltered housing Yes 7 10 25 50 206 7 305 

       for the elderly? No 1 0 18 6 43 4 72 

   D Kn 5 4 24 28 93 11 165 

13  How traditional or modern should designs be? Trad 2 12 33 37 151 11 246 

       (Traditional, contemporary, individual, mode rn, Cont 0 0 1 3 14 2 20 

       in keeping with countryside) Indiv 1 4 11 19 43 1 79 

    Mod 1 2 6 4 35 0 48 

    In Kp 10 10 36 68 235 18 377 

14  How important to you is keeping the design of Very  6 11 54 56 170 12 309 

       houses in harmony with the surrounding areas ? Desir 4 3 13 22 116 8 166 

       (Very, desirable, neutral, not important) Ne ut 1 1 2 4 24 3 35 

   Nt Imp  0 0 0 1 7 0 8 

15  How important is it to retain existing appearances  Very 5 10 49 59 195 10 328 

       of the village roads and open spaces, by kee ping Desir 3 1 16 17 79 10 126 

       to the existing building lines? Neut 1 1 2 5 35 4 48 

       (Very, desirable, neutral, not important) Nt  Imp 2 1 1 3 8 0 15 
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cote  

Hatch  & 
Budna  Ickwell  Northill  

U/Cald & 
Bellsbrook  

Lower  
Caldcte  Totals  

Sent Out  23 25 126 181 516 47 918 
Returned  11 16 72 86 327 25 537 

  Housing    (continued)          

16  What facilities should be provided on new Play 4 7 32 43 162 15 263 

        development? Green 3 11 32 44 183 21 294 

       (Play/recreation areas, green spaces, cycle Cycle 4 8 16 22 113 10 173 

       tracks, footpath) Foot 7 5 22 36 139 17 226 

17  Where should development take place? Even 3 4 12 21 75 10 125 

       (Even spread, greenfield, brownfield, infill , Green 0 1 1 3 10 0 15 

       village edges) Brown  6 5 34 2 110 8 165 

   Infill 3 7 23 22 101 4 160 

   Edges 1 3 10 24 82 3 123 

18  How high is the impact of infill development on:  0 0 0 19 0 0 19 

  Wildlife? Very 6 8 38 44 176 12 284 

       (very, marginal, not very) Margnl  3 3 22 43 89 10 170 

   Not v 1 2 4 6 27 0 40 

  Community? Very 5 7 39 44 156 12 263 

       (very, marginal, not very) Margnl  3 4 25 29 99 9 169 

   Not v 1 2 0 7 27 1 38 

19  New development can give rise to flooding. Where  3 6 38 28 76 4 155 

       Where does flooding occur at present?  0 0 1 10 57 0 68 

20  Would you use an allotment in the Parish? Yes 0 5 7 17 95 6 130 

   No 10 10 64 70 249 17 420 

        Q10-20 Section 6679 
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  Road Safety          

21  Should speed limit through all villages be reduced   Yes 4 8 33 32 143 10 230 

       to less than 30mph? No 7 7 37 53 163 10 277 

22  Is traffic calming needed? Yes 3 8 42 41 180 9 283 

   No 7 4 24 28 101 7 171 

23  Safety improvement preferences:         

 a Pavements Yes 3 7 19 25 194 8 256 

   No 5 6 35 42 125 7 220 

 b Parking Yes 2 7 30 28 116 10 193 

   No 6 4 29 34 108 8 189 

 c Footpths Yes 3 4 18 23 73 4 125 

   No 5 4 37 36 131 12 225 

 d Cycle lanes Yes 2 8 8 9 62 11 100 

   No 5 4 45 43 123 7 227 

 e Bridle paths Yes 0 5 2 10 28 4 49 

   No 5 3 48 38 128 11 233 

 f More signs (eg vehicle-activated) Yes 2 6 37 46 107 6 204 

   No 6 2 17 21 100 7 153 

 g Road crossings Yes 1 10 17 20 133 10 191 

   No 6 3 33 40 84 7 173 

 h Road/s Yes 2 4 12 23 69 6 116 

   No 5 5 39 35 125 9 218 
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  Road Safety    (continued)          

 i Junctions Yes 0 2 9 14 93 3 121 

   No 7 6 40 41 105 12 211 

 j Pub Yes 1 0 2 4 56 2 65 

   No 7 6 45 50 99 13 220 

 k Schools Yes 1 1 13 23 36 1 75 

   No 7 5 36 36 136 14 234 

 l Churches Yes 0 1 2 7 21 0 31 

   No 7 5 47 44 165 14 282 

24  Do horses cause traffic or safety hazard? Yes 7 6 25 30 11 2 81 

   No 5 8 42 51 176 15 297 

25  Does Lower Caldecote have a traffic problem or Yes  2 3 12 13 47 13 90 

       road hazard? No 3 4 14 28 47 3 99 

   D Kn 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 

26  Do A1 crossings cause problems? Yes 5 5 33 41 195 15 294 

   No 3 3 26 26 80 8 146 

        Q21-26 Section 6080 
 
 



                                      Northill Parish Community Plan        
            2008 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

                                                                              THINC –Improve and Conserve                                                          Page 33   

 

No Sub  Summary  Result  
Thorn - 
cote 

Hatch  & 
Budna  Ickwell  Northill  

U/Cald & 
Bellsbrook  

Lower  
Caldcte  Totals  

Sent Out   23 25 126 181 516 47 918 
Returned   11 16 72 86 327 25 537 

  Business and Employment          

27  Which business/retail opportunities to be encourag ed?  0 0 0 26 0 0 26 

 a Additional shops, and where? Yes 5 6 34 38 81 7 171 

   No 5 5 27 30 187 12 266 

 b Small craft outlets?  Such as: Yes 0 4 13 24 28 3 72 

  Pottery Yes 0 6 21 23 46 4 100 

  Carpentry/turning Yes 1 6 21 30 48 3 109 

  Blacksmith Yes 0 6 18 7 48 4 83 

  Other Yes 2 4 20 12 39 0 77 

 c Small business units such as:         

  Consultancy Yes 0 4 8 14 28 3 57 

  IT Yes 0 2 7 11 30 3 53 

  Architecture Yes 0 2 8 12 23 3 48 

  Engineering Yes 0 2 11 11 37 4 65 

  Financial services Yes 0 2 7 12 25 3 49 

  Secretarial services Yes 0 2 8 9 19 3 41 

  Other Yes 1 1 7 34 36 2 81 

28  Is there a need for MORE opportunities for local Y es 3 5 21 29 109 9 176 

       employment? No 5 3 27 0 80 4 119 

   D Kn 0 0 0 13 1 0 14 

        Q27-28 Section 1607 

  Recreation and Leisure         

29  Which type and where are additional recreational  Yes 4 4 13 55 102 2 180 

        facilities needed in the Parish? No 0 0 0 13 34 0 47 

        Q29 Section 227 
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  Youth          

30  Is transport a problem if you wish to take part in  Yes 0 7 8 19 59 9 102 

       after-school activities at school? No 2 1 6 17 39 4 69 

31  Is there a need for teenagers to have a place to T horn 1 2 5 5 5 1 19 

       meet? Hatch 0 4 3 3 8 1 19 

   Ickwell  2 3 7 17 17 3 49 

   Northl 4 4 9 31 25 2 75 

   U Cald  2 5 5 12 96 5 125 

   L Cald  0 2 3 3 13 5 26 

   Yes 0 0 0 40 0 0 40 

   No 0 0 0 29 15 0 44 

32  Which of the following might meet this need?         

 a Hire of hall and where? Yes 2 5 9 8 70 6 100 

   No 1 0 0 5 17 1 24 

 b Outdoor shelter eg eco shelter and where? Yes 1 4 3 19 47 0 74 

   No 2 0 4 6 19 1 32 

33  Are facilities needed for any other activities?         

  Internet café? Yes 0 4 2 9 43 11 69 

   No 3 1 8 18 45 1 76 

  Place for band practice? Yes 2 4 2 21 36 4 69 

   No 1 1 8 11 43 0 64 

  Sports facilities? Yes 1 4 4 24 35 3 71 

   No 2 1 6 8 42 1 60 

  Youth Council? Yes 0 6 5 17 37 4 69 

   No 2 1 5 11 33 1 53 

  Other ideas? Yes 0 0 0 4 11 0 15 

        Q30-33 Section 1344 
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  Community Issues          

34  Northill/Ickwell CARE scheme offers domestic help,  Yes 2 9 22 30 212 9 284 

       shopping, transport, caring, letter writing.  No 2 0 4 2 26 2 36 

       Does Upper Caldecote need a CARE scheme? D K n 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 

35  Should either scheme offer gardening services? Yes  1 11 37 49 215 12 325 

   No 1 0 4 8 23 2 38 

   D Kn 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 

36  What other activities would you like to see Yes 1 2 4 4 25 1 37 

       provided?         

37  What is your opinion of these local services?         

 a Refuse collection? Adeq 7 7 47 59 175 16 311 

       (Adequate, inadequate) Inadq 2 9 18 21 131 7 188 

 b Recycling? Adeq 8 10 53 62 235 12 380 

       (Adequate, inadequate) Inadq 1 3 15 21 67 9 116 

 c Local transport? Adeq 2 2 41 35 120 5 205 

       (Adequate, inadequate) Inadq 3 9 14 31 92 13 162 

        Q34-37 Section 2084 
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